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Obituary. 


The Council regret that they have to record the loss by death 
of the following Fellows and Associates daring the past year :— 

Fellows:—Rev. Daniel Ace. 

John Derby Allcroft. 

Charles Barton. 

Vincent Fasel. 

Arthur Edward Nevins. 

Francis H. S. Orpen. 

Major-Glen. Henry Spencer Palmer. 

Rev. Charles Pritchard. 

John Spencer. 

Wesley S. B. Woolhouse. 

Associates;—Rudolf Wolf. 

Baron Fabian Jacob Wrede. 

The Rev. Daniel Ace, D.D., was born at Devonport on 
1813 February 6. He graduated at St. John’s College, Cam¬ 
bridge, as B.D. in 1861, and received the degree of D.D. from 
both the Universities of Cambridge and Oxford. After holding 
several curacies, Dr. Ace was in 1871 appointed Vicar of 
Laughton-cum-Wildsworth, in Lincolnshire, and retained this 
position till his death on 1893 August 27. He was twice 
married. He was elected a Fellow on 1879 June 13, but did 
not contribute any papers to the Society. 

John Derby Allcroft was born at Worcester on 1822 July 19, 
and at the age of sixteen was taken into his father’s business, as 
glove manufacturer. He sat from 1877-1880 as Conservative 
member for Worcester, and was High Sheriff of Shropshire at 
the time of his death on 1893 July 29. He was twice married. 
He was elected a Fellow on 1865 January 13, but contributed 
no papers to the Society. 

Charles Barton was bom in 1841, and in 1856 was appointed 
one of the assistant masters at the Royal Hospital School, Green¬ 
wich. He was there so successful as a teacher of navigation that 
in 1861, at the early age of 20, he was appointed head-master of 
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the school-ship Conway at Liverpool, an institution founded in 
1859 for the training of officers in the mercantile marine. He 
retained this position till his death, on 1892 September 13. The 
Committee of Management of the Conway , in appreciation of 
his sterling merit and valuable services, have founded in his 
memory a scholarship to be called the “ Charles Barton Scholar¬ 
ship.” He was elected a Fellow on 1869 March 12, but did not 
contribute any papers to the Society. 

Vincent Fasel was born on 1816 February 21, at Vuissens, 
Canton de Fribourg, Switzerland. His father, a physician, died 
when he was quite young. He was intended for the Roman 
Catholic priesthood, and was at the College of Estavayer from 
1831 to 1834, and at the Grand Seminaire de Lyon in 1835 and 
1836. He then visited Paris, Versailles, and arrived in London 
in 1841. About this time he gave up all thoughts of the priest¬ 
hood and turned Protestant, and soon after went to Canada, 
where he remained from 1841 to 1846. On his return to 
England he was at the Stone Observatory, Hartwell, from 1847 
to 1853, and at the Clapham Observatory from 1856 to 1869. 
He accompanied the late Professor Pritchard to Spain, on the 
Himalaya Eclipse Expedition of i860. He was elected a Fellow 
on 1849 March 9, and contributed several papers to the Society, 
on Meteors (he observed the great shower of 1872 November 27) 
and the Zodiacal Light; but these were chiefly after he had 
given up official scientific work on account of his health, and 
had retired to Morges in 1869, where he lived till 1881. The 
remainder of his life he spent at Bex, Canton de Vaud, where his 
widow is now living. 

Albert Edward Nevins, son of Dr. Birkbeck Kevins, early 
adopted a sea life. During a voyage in the Tenasserim from 
Liverpool to Calcutta, he interested himself in the study of the 
rates of the chronometers in connection with Hartnup’s formulse. 
The results are embodied in a paper published in the Monthly 
Notices , 1874 December, and a second paper in vol. xxxix. gives 
the particulars for the return voyage. He appears thus to have 
been one of the first officers to give Hartnup’s method an in¬ 
telligent trial. In 1876 April, in a paper read before the 
Literary and Philosophical Society of Liverpool, he gave some 
very useful tables which considerably shortened the calculations 
in the application of Hartnup’s formulas. He did not confine 
Ids attention to chronometers, but devoted himself to the study of 
nautical astronomy, navigation, and meteorology as bearing on 
his profession. In 1879 he read a paper before the Liverpool 
Society on “ Modern Meteorology considered in its bearing upon 
Tropical Storms.” 

Shortly afterwards, finding the sea life uncongenial, he 
retired and qualified himself for the medical profession, which 
he eventually practised until his death in 1893 April. 
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